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REPORT

Russia Is Sending Its Ethnic
= Minorities to the Meat Grinder

Chaotic mobilization sparks renewed fears that the pain will not be shared evenly

across Russia.

By Amy Mackinnon, a national security and intelligence reporter at Foreign Policy. FP subscribers can now receive alerts when new stories
written by this author are published. Subscribe now | Sign in

minorities are dying at disproportionately high rates. The BBC’s Russian service examined
reports of more than 6,000 confirmed battlefield losses and found that by the beginning of
September, troops from Dagestan, Buryatia, and Krasnodar in southern Russia had lost the
most soldiers—over 200 deaths from each region. By comparison, only 15 people from the
Moscow region, which accounts for almost one-tenth of Russia’s population, had been killed
in battle.

Russian regions are significantly poorer than western Russia. In Buryatia, where the average

monthly salary is one-third of that in Moscow and St. Petersburg, the military offered local

men the possibility of a stable salary. “The army for them before the war was a good way to
earn money and take care of their mortgages,” said Natalia Arno, president of the Free Russia
Foundation, who is originally from the region.

. | / ‘}
NENSEE" W F T

Russian servicemen gather at Red Square in Moscow on May 7, 2021, before a rehearsal for the Victory Day military parade. KIRILL

KUDRYAVTSEV/AFP/GETTY IMAGES

SEPTEMBER 23,2022, 4:26 PM
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Russian Draft Dodgers Find a
Mixed Reception in Central Asia

Concerns and public resentment over the influx of Russians
cannot be seen any other way than through the prism of the
long colonial history between the Central Asian states and
the Russian (and later Soviet) empire.

As Russia’s European neighbors restrict entry for Russians in response to
the war in Ukraine, the right to free movement across the Eurasian
Economic Union’s borders is truly beginning to be appreciated for the
first time, with tens of thousands of Russian men fleeing the mobilization
order heading to former Soviet states, including the countries of Central
Asia.

Previously, the open borders had always been considered a one-way
street benefitting so-called “low skilled” workers from Central Asia
heading to Russia for better wages and careers, while Russians typically
tended to look more toward Europe. Now, in a bid to avoid being sent to
fight in Ukraine, Russians are looking east and south, however
temporarily.

The Kazakh Interior Ministry reported that about 200,000 Russians
entered the country in the two weeks following September 21, when the
mobilization was announced, with many subsequently going elsewhere:
147,000 left the country during the same period.
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09:03 GMT

By Chris Rickleton

Russian Military Eyes Central Asian
Recruits Amid Mobilization Drive

Share
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e Uzbekistan’s state prosecutor said on September 22 that

- participation in a foreign war could be punished by prison sentences
L .

of between five and 10 years.

According to official Russian data, fully half of the citizens who arrived in Russia
for work in the second quarter of this year -- 1.54 million people -- were citizens
of Central Asia’s most populous country, Uzbekistan.

Next door, Kyrgyzstan’s embassy in Moscow said on the same day that fighting in
foreign wars could be punished with jail terms of “up to 10 years,” and asked
citizens to report to the mission any attempts at recruitment.

Moscow's Sakharovo migration center will be the focus of the recruitment drive, according to Mayor Sergei Sobyanin. (file photo)

ALMATY, Kazakhstan -- Central Asian migrants are accustomed to doing

. 1 .
Moscow’s dirty work. Editors' Picks
- : . Wider Ei Bri
Every year, hundreds of thousands of citizens from the countries of the region Sviezrenfgg eFmrlls
travel to the Russian capital and other major cities to take jobs as street sweepers, ‘ Potential NATO S|
cleaners, construction workers, and on the front lines of the service sector -- Ways The EU Cou!
employment Russians often shun. Sanctions On Rust
. s ; - ; 5 ; ’ Near The Front, U
5 )
Now it is Russia’s military front in Ukraine tl.lat may 'be légmlng, with legal Drone Pilots Wag
amendments passed by the State Duma offering a “simplified” fast track to War On A Shoestr
Russian citizenship in return for a year of military service “in the armed forces of
the Russian Federation, other forces, or military formations.” = h I Life In The Ruins
- L MArinmal
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Exit, Voice, and Loyalty

Responses to Decline In Firms,
Organizations, and States

Albert O. Mirschman
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Even if you put my clothes stripped naked, a child is not left, and
then I threw in the Sahara desert, the heart, but as long as two
conditions : give me a little time and let a caravan from the pass by
my side, it not be long before, I would become a new billionaires.

John Davison Rockefeller (?)
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